Managed care evolution--where did it come from and where is it going?
The emergence and development of managed care has been and will continue to be a major force in America's health care delivery system. Specifically reviewed in this article are those legislative initiatives that contributed to the formation of this system of reimbursement and utilization management. Also addressed are responsibilities that can be ascribed to all stakeholders in necessitating this system as well as the adjustments required to make the system more responsive to the needs of higher-risk populations. This article concludes with a series of recommended actions that will be required of all individual citizens in assuring the future economic viability of this nation's health care programs.